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Synopsis

Newsbreaking and controversial - an award-winning investigative journalist uncovers the thirty-year
relationship between the Bush family and the House of Saud and explains its impact on American
foreign policy, business, and national security. House of Bush, House of Saud begins with a
politically explosive question: How is it that two days after 9/11, when U.S. air traffic was tightly
restricted, 140 Saudis, many immediate kin to Osama Bin Laden, were permitted to leave the
country without being questioned by U.S. intelligence? The answer lies in a hidden relationship that
began in the 1970s, when the oil-rich House of Saud began courting American politicians in a bid for
military protection, influence, and investment opportunity. With the Bush family, the Saudis hit a
gusher - direct access to presidents Reagan, George H.W. Bush, and George W. Bush. To trace the
amazing weave of Saud- Bush connections, Unger interviewed three former directors of the CIA, top
Saudi and Israeli intelligence officials, and more than one hundred other sources. His access to
major players is unparalleled and often exclusive - including executives at the Carlyle Group, the
giant investment firm where the House of Bush and the House of Saud each has a major stake. Like
Bob Woodward’s The Veil, Unger's House of Bush, House of Saud features unprecedented
reportage; like Michael Moore’s Dude, Where’s My Country? Unger’s book offers a political
counter-narrative to official explanations; this deeply sourced account has already been cited by
Senators Hillary Rodham Clinton and Charles Schumer, and sets 9/11, the two Gulf Wars, and the
ongoing Middle East crisis in a new context: What really happened when America’s most powerful

political family became seduced by its Saudi counterparts?
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Customer Reviews

As the author of House of Bush, House of Saud, | am not sure if it is appropriate to respond here,
but | did not want erroneous right wing criticism of my book to stand without a rebuttal. "Seeker of
Truth" claims my figure of $860 billion invested by the Saudis in the US is "a factoid" which |
invented. The source was Allan Gerson, an attorney representing the families of 9/11 victims.
(...)Likewise, Seeker of Truth takes issue with the fact that | found more than $1.4 billion in
investments and contracts going from the Saudis to companies with ties to the Bushes. He writes,
"The main problem with this figure, according to Carlyle spokesman Chris Uliman, is that former
president Bush didn’t join the Carlyle advisory board until April, 1998-five months after Carlyle had
already sold BDM to another defense firm."My critic uncritically accepts the explanation of Carlyle’s
publicist, leaving the reader with the impression that the Bush family and its allies had little or no
relationship with the Carlyle Group until 1998. If that were true, he might have a point.But in fact, the
Bush-Carlyle relationship began eight years earlier when the Carlyle Group put George W. Bush on
the board of one of its subsidiaries, Caterair, in 1990. In 1993, after the Bush-Quayle administration
left office and George H. W. Bush and James Baker were free to join the private sector, the Bush
family’s relationship with the Carlyle Group began to become substantive.By the end of that year,
key figures at the Carlyle Group included such powerful Bush colleagues as James Baker, Frank
Carlucci, and Richard Darman. Because George W. Bush'’s role at Carlyle had been marginal, the
$1.4 billion figure includes no contracts that predated the arrival of Baker, Carlucci and Darman at

Carlyle.

In Craig Unger’s book, he reveals an incredible link between Saudi money, and the last 40 years of
the Bush family and their business dealings and investments. It turns out that Prescott Bush, the
Senator from CT, and father of George Bush Sr. 41 was something else, before he retired to be a
Senator from CT. He was the Managing Partner of Brown Brothers Harriman which is a private
bank, used only by the rich and famous, as today, BBH will not take an account for less than $3
million in cash/securities.Through these money connections and through Bush '41 and Bush ’43 oil
connections, incredible amounts of Saudi money were invested in companies that were either
owned by the Bush family or that the family had interest in. The biggest of these is the Carlyle
Group, a giant private equity company. Unger estimates that $1.4 Billion was invested by Saudi’s in

the Carlyle Group which very much directly benefitted the Bush family.But the most interesting part



of Unger’s book, is the fact that it was published between that of O’Neill’'s book and Clarke’s book,
and thus got a bit of the short shrift in the marketing department. However, Unger’s book supports
both O’Neill’'s book and Clarke’s book.Apparently, a little known fact is that during the period
between 9/11 and 9/13/2001, there were several commercial non-military airplanes flying over the
skies of the US of A. These planes contained members of the Saudi Royal Family and the Bin
Laden family, who were congregating in Lexington, KY in readiness to evacuate the country.No one
else was allowed to fly. Former President Clinton was stuck in Australia at the time and was not
allowed to fly back in. Former V-P Al Gore was in Austria at the time and was not allowed to fly back
in.
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